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The Special Major Option of Pomona College

Information for Students and Prospective Special Major Committee Members

The special major program provides opportunities to capitalize on the resources available at Pomona College in unique and varied ways.  The structure of a special major represents a thoughtful and cohesive intersection of existing course offerings and faculty expertise and support that cannot be encompassed within a combination of the 45 majors and 35 minors offered at the College.  A special major is not a way of trying to construct  a course of study that is absent from the College; it is an opportunity to create one that is an excellent fit between the student interest and the resources of the College.

Students wishing to complete a Special Major must first ask three permanent members of the faculty of the Claremont Colleges (at least two from Pomona) with significant expertise in the area of the proposed special major to discuss the potential for a Special Major.  One of the Pomona members must agree to act as chair of the committee.  If a committee can be formed, and the members agree to jointly seek approval for the special major from the Curriculum Committee, the committee then develops the rationale and structure for the proposal during various meetings scheduled by the student with all three members of the committee. 

At the outset of the approval process the chair of the proposed special major committee meets with the Curriculum Committee to discuss the proposed curriculum. The discussion will concern feasibility, cohesion, and suitability for an undergraduate liberal arts college; options available for a comparable course of study within existing majors and minors; and faculty expertise and availability.

If the Curriculum Committee believes the proposal is viable and appropriate, the student and special major committee develop and jointly present a detailed proposal no later than March 1 of the student’s sophomore year, unless the student plans to study abroad in the first semester of the junior year, in which case the proposal should be submitted by November 1 of the sophomore year.  It is not unusual for the Curriculum Committee to request additional information or revisions.  Specific criteria for a special major follow this introductory section.

If the proposal is approved, the chair of the proposed special major committee becomes the student’s adviser and will be required to submit a progress report to the Curriculum Committee at the end of the student’s junior year.  Any changes to the special major curriculum need to be approved by the student’s special major committee and the Curriculum Committee.

The Curriculum Committee offers two caveats for students considering a special major proposal:

· Students should recognize that much of academic life at Pomona—lectures, social gatherings, and prizes—is specifically directed at students completing established majors. Since the College’s course offerings are planned with a view to the curricular requirements of established majors, there are no guarantees that the courses needed for a special major will be offered when the student needs them. This can prove cumbersome since all substitutions must ultimately be approved by the Curriculum Committee. Pursuing a special major can affect scheduled graduation.
· If a Special Major is approved, it is strongly recommended that the student establish a relationship with a suitable department and participate in the activities of that department.  The special major proposal should be discussed with the appropriate department chair before the proposal is submitted, so that the relationship can be described in the proposal.
Guidelines for the Curriculum of the Special Major
· The proposal should include a complete list of all the available courses on a given topic and discuss the reasons for including or excluding courses. 
· The major must consist of at least 12, but no more than 16, courses, including all prerequisites and the senior exercise. 
· In most cases students will take at least four courses from among the three members of the advisory committee; exceptions should be explained.
· No more than four courses should be introductory, unless a strong rationale can be provided for including more. 
· At least one core, theoretical, and/or method course should be selected as appropriate for the discipline and for the type of senior exercise planned.

· At least half of the courses should be taught at Pomona College (rather than at one of the other Claremont Colleges or through study abroad).
· The proposal needs to take into account variability of course offerings and the fact that needed courses may be offered at the same time.  Alternates should be listed for all courses that are not offered on a highly regular basis or for which multiple sections are not available.  Plans that do not incorporate sufficient “fall back” options may not be approved.
· A senior exercise is required for all majors at the College. It is strongly advised that the senior exercise be completed within an existing department structure. Only in cases where it would be detrimental to the pursuit of the topic will exceptions be given.
The Special Major Committee

All members of the Special Major Committee must be part of curricular discussions and decisions.  The chair and at least one other member of the advisory committee must be permanent members of the Pomona College faculty; the third committee member may be a permanent faculty member of one of the other Claremont Colleges. 

No member of the Special Major Committee should be away for more than one semester for the duration of the student’s studies at Pomona, and the chair must be on campus during the student’s senior year. The advisory committee chair will be the regular academic adviser of record for the student.
Application for a Special Major:  Student Section

Name       
ID Number     
Contact number      
In the spaces provided below, please provide the information requested..  

A
Rationale for the special major. Why an established major or major and minor combination could not achieve your goals.       
B
How each course listed below contributes to the plan for the major.  Discuss alternates for each course that is not routinely offered with more than one section.  Discuss relevant and available courses that you have not included in your plan for the major.     
C
Relationship with an existing department or program. Describe the activities and courses that are relevant to your special major curriculum proposal.      
D
Description of the senior exercise in as much detail as possible. Is there an existing senior seminar that would be appropriate for your field of study?  Discuss how the courses in your Study Plan will provide the theoretical, methodological, factual, and/or or historical background necessary to complete the senior exercise.     
E
Any other relevant information.      
List your proposed study plan below.  Any course which is prerequisite to another course listed must be listed separately as one of the courses comprising the major.  List the courses in the order in which you will take them, introductory courses first.  Describe related courses you have not included as requested in [B] above in your attached statement.
   Course Number
Course title
semester/year
credit
pre-req? (list)       campus

1      
     
     
     
     
     
2      
     
     
     
     
     
3      
     
     
     
     
     
4      
     
     
     
     
     
5      
     
     
     
     
     
6      
     
     
     
     
     
7      
     
     
     
     
     
8      
     
     
     
     
     
9      
     
     
     
     
     
10      
     
     
     
     
     
11      
     
     
     
     
     
12      
     
     
     
     
     
13      
     
     
     
     
     
14      
     
     
     
     
     
15      
     
     
     
     
     
Senior Exercise


 FORMCHECKBOX 
SPEC 191 Senior Thesis
 FORMCHECKBOX 
fall
 FORMCHECKBOX 
spring
 FORMCHECKBOX 
both

 FORMCHECKBOX 
SPEC 192 Senior Project
 FORMCHECKBOX 
fall
 FORMCHECKBOX 
spring
 FORMCHECKBOX 
both



 FORMCHECKBOX 
half-course per semester
 FORMCHECKBOX 
full course per semester
 Application for a Special Major:  Committee Members Section
(to be completed by each member of the Special Major Committee; 
copy this template into a new word document)
Committee Member Name      
Date      
Will you be serving as the special major committee chair?      
Members of the Special Major Committee form the student's de facto academic department and are expected to provide cohesion, continuity, and intellectual community for the student completing the Special Major.  
At the outset of the special major approval process, the chair of the Special Major Committee will be asked to meet with the Curriculum Committee to determine basic viability and suitableness of the intended proposal.
As described on the cover sheet students proposing special majors bear a substantial burden of proof that a desired course of study cannot be completed in addition to or in conjunction with an existing major.  The Curriculum Committee is concerned, as well, that your time and participation on a special major committee is warranted by the importance and appropriateness of the special major.
· By agreeing to be a member of a student's Special Major Committee, the faculty member commits to meeting as a group with the student each semester, with the expectation that s/he will not be away from Pomona for more than one semester during the student's junior and senior years.  The chair must be in residence for the student's final year.

Each member of the committee should comment on his or her willingness and availability to participate in the Special Major as described above and on the student's proposed major, especially:

· The applicant’s capability of pursuing the proposed plan of study

· The quality of the proposed curriculum (how well it addresses the methods, theories, and body of knowledge of the proposed field of study)

· Your expertise in the proposed field of study
· Your contribution to the student’s curriculum and field of study

     
February 2009


