Q & A About Drying Racks

Q:
Why should I line-dry my clothes?

A:
Line drying clothes

· saves money and energy

· prevents clothes from shrinking

· eliminates dryer static

· makes clothes last longer (where do you think lint comes from?)

· results in less-stubborn wrinkles (since it does not over-dry clothes like tumble dryers do)

· is a schedule-friendly activity (clothes don’t need to be picked at a specific time)
Q:
How long will it take for my clothes to dry?

A:
It depends on your clothes and the weather, but likely just one day.

Q: 
Do I need to use clothes pins?

A: 
Only for small items like socks. Other items will stay put since our racks are indoors and thus there’s no wind. If you use clothes pins, please put them back in the clothespin bag when you are finished.

Q: 
Will my clothes get wrinkled if I line-dry them?

A: 
Line drying is actually better than using a tumble dryer for reducing wrinkles! As soon as the wash cycle is done, shake out your clothes and hang them up. Folding and stacking your clothes after they’re dry will remove additional wrinkles. You might also consider throwing clothes in the dryer for 5 minutes once they’re almost dry to release wrinkles and get the fit you prefer. Keep in mind that knits (sweaters etc.) will look best if dried on a flat surface (like a towel placed on your bed).

Q:
My clothes are a bit stiff after I line dry them. What can I do about this?

A:
Try using less detergent, putting a little vinegar in the rinse water, or throwing your clothes in the dryer for 5 minutes after line-drying them. Or just wear them!

Q:
Someone else’s dry clothes are still hanging on the rack. Can I move them?

A:
Absolutely! Lay them on one of the tables or place them in one of the communal laundry baskets.

Q:
I don’t want to line-dry my clothes in public. Are there other ways I can line-dry?

A:
Yes! You can check out a small, free-standing drying rack with 30 feet of drying space that folds flat for storage to use in your room for the semester! Contact Sustainability Coordinator Bowen Patterson at Bowen.Patterson@pomona.edu FMI.

Q: 
Have you run the numbers on how much energy these racks save and what their payback period is? 

A: 
We have! According to our calculations, the drying racks installed in the laundry rooms:

· have a payback period of 5.3 years
· have an internal rate of return of 12% (assuming they last 10 years; this will be higher if they last longer)
· will annually reduce Pomona’s GHG emissions by 6325 lbs (2.87 mTCO2e). Pomona’s GHG emissions were 5,427 mTC02e in 2007-2008, so line-drying laundry is just a start!)
Visit Pomona’s sustainability website to find out how we arrived at these numbers. 
Q:
I love these racks! What are they called and where can I get one?
A:
The wall-mounted racks are made by either Austral or Hills (both Australian companies) and the free-standing racks are from Ikea or made by a German company called Leifheit. For product and buying info about these and other high quality drying racks, visit http://www.tiptheplanet.com/index.php?title=Air_dry_washing 



