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Across
1 Bawl loudly for a toy. (4)

2 Playful animal bites Potter’s head 
off. (5)

8 It’s cold enough up there to freeze
water. (3)

9 Eros juggled some fish eggs. (4)

10 Hold off the children’s game. (8)

12 Economic adjustments required new
chief for gain. (4)

14 Lamps hold the strength of electrical
current. (3)

17 Big boy’s toy zooms around a track. (7)

19 Primal: every animal tries to 
consume. (3)

21 Don’t put jewelry on slobbering, messy
guy. (4)

23 Scum, no, er, rabble puts together let-
ters in this word game. (8)

27 Share an audition for a famous
singer/actress. (4)

28 Observe the endless seeds. (3)

29 Chest holds a game in which 4th place
doubles and 5th drops out. (5)

30 Kiss clumsily and then they run in the
snow. (4)

Directions:
Cryptic puzzle clues have two parts—a simple definition and a “cryptic” clue such as an anagram,
a homophone, two definitions, a word with added or deleted letters, or an answer hidden in the clue
or in the initial capitals. (Example—Clue: “Tree got mixed up in mess. Period.” Answer: “semester”
[Definition: “Period”; Cryptic clue: anagram, signaled by “mixed up,” combining “tree” and “mess.”])

Down
1 Ride a velocipede. (4)

2 Some places have a top pilot. (3)

3 Lotion is perfect start for kissing. (3)

5 Drag behind but stows in the middle. (3)

6 Jerked meat from a pair of oxen. (4)

7 Horses compete on Hollywood Drive. (5)

9 17’s toy runs in reverse and ends up
where it started. (7)

11 Pitcher’s stat in one period of time. (3)

13 After Roosevelt environmentalists came
to be. (3)

15 In favor of a hooker. (3)

16 Stunt was frantic but French cut it 
short. (5)

18 Talbots removed little children’s clerical
garb. (3)

20 Each exercise leads to pain. (4)

22 Albee sometimes captured insects. (4)

24 Restaurant’s first 3 ingredients provide
us with one particular thing. (3)

25 Bras decreased radius in degrees. (3)

26 A necklace of flowers can be made 
at leisure and doesn’t require 
confidence. (3)

The Class of 2009 left Pomona on a note of 
optimism at the 156th Commencement held in May
on Marston Quadrangle. Approximately 370
Sagehens received their diplomas.

Against the backdrop of the 2008 elections and
the economic crisis that unfolded at the same time,
President David Oxtoby evoked a passage from
Malcolm Gladwell’s The Tipping Point to discuss the
role of the individual in shaping the world. “Look for
opportunities with the potential for change, think
strategically about how to influence situations and

build communities
that will work with
you to accomplish
transformations,”
Oxtoby said.

Senior class
speaker Alix Coupet
’09 talked about
finding a home for
himself at Pomona
with the help of his
peers and profes-

sors. Senior class president Julie Tate ’09 also
addressed the class.

The keynote address was delivered by Bob
Herbert, a New York Times columnist who writes on
politics, urban affairs and social trends. Comparing
the grim economic, environmental and social hard-
ships that the Class of 2009 faces with the “rich
and flourishing landscape” that his own generation
inherited, Herbert said that although the challenges
are great, he recognized this generation’s potential.
“I can see that we haven’t even begun to tap into
the intelligence and the explosive creative energy
embedded in the heart of this new generation on
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the American scene,” he said. Herbert also charged
the graduates to pursue their dreams while contribut-
ing to the welfare of American democracy and the
American people—and to have a blast doing it. “We
need to reduce the speed limits of our lives. We need
to savor the trip. And paradoxically, that will give us
a better grasp of how so many things have gone
haywire,” he added.

Honorary degrees were awarded to Herbert,
Chicago Tribune columnist Mary Schmich ’75 and
playwright/ film director Luis Valdez. The Trustees’
Medal of Merit went to Professor Frederick Sontag,
whose teaching career at Pomona spanned six
decades. Sontag died in June.

Adding to the aesthetic feel of the ceremony, a
large art installment formed an undulating canopy
overhead. Artists Jenna Didier and Oliver Hess and
architectural designer Emily White designed the
canopy of long streamers to shade graduates from
the California sun using a complex mix of art,
physics and mathematics.

MENT2009

PHOTOS BY CARLOS PUMA




