Contact: Sneha Abraham August 4, 2009
(909) 621-8514

POMONA COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART FEATURES NEW PAINTINGS IN
“PROJECT SERIES 38: CONSTANCE MALLINSON”

“Project Series 38: Constance Mallinson Nature Morte” will be on view from August 25
through October 18, 2009, at the Pomona College Museum of Art in Claremont. An opening
reception will be held at the Museum on Saturday, September 12 from 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Constance Mallinson will present a public lecture about her work on Wednesday, September
16, at 2 p.m.

“Project Series 38” premieres Mallinson’s new paintings, which examine how we construct
meaning from nature in an increasingly urbanized world. In a richly detailed, highly rendered
trompe 'oeil style—a style of painting that gives the illusion of photographic reality—Mallinson’s
newest works combine the beautiful and the grotesque in equally unsettling and intriguing
measure. The life-size oil paintings—on paper or plywood—depict figurative imagery ranging
from a pile of twisted dead branches resembling severed limbs; a naked couple composed of
twigs and logs; to an exacting recreation of Edouard Manet’s 1863 seminal painting Olympia
from natural materials reminiscent of the style of 16th-century Italian painter Giuseppe
Arcimboldo.

The inspiration for her work comes from numerous impulses: a lifelong involvement with nature
spiritually, physically, and politically; a drive to expand her painting practice and processes; a
passion for contemporary and historical art; a history of working within the landscape tradition;
and a desire to interrogate the history of representations of nature.

With collage as her organizing principle, she constructs her still life imagery from arrangements
and compositions of decaying and rotten natural materials collected on daily walks through the
semi-rural landscape where she lives. In this work, she paints her observations directly from
nature, using collaged constructions of decomposed materials. Mallinson works intimately with
her primary subject—nature and the natural world.

Mallinson’s unsettling images make us wrestle with or meditate on the perilous situation nature
is suffering globally. Deeply moved by nature since childhood, Mallinson invests her art with
nature’s sublime magnificence, and her work of the last 30 years profoundly reveals her
profound love of both the natural world and art and art history.

The Project Series, organized by Museum Curator Rebecca McGrew, presents Southern
California artists in focused exhibitions. The purpose of the series is to bring to Pomona College
art that is experimental; that introduces new forms, techniques or concepts. During each
exhibition, participating artists spend time on campus working with faculty and students in
relevant disciplines. The Project Series is supported in part by the Pasadena Art Alliance.

The Pomona College Museum of Art is located at 330 N. College Avenue, Claremont. The
Museum is open to the public free of charge Tuesday through Friday, from noon to 5 p.m., and



Saturday and Sunday from 1 to 5 p.m. For more information, call (909) 621-8283 or visit the
museum’s website at www.pomona.edu/museum.

The Pomona College Museum of Art houses a substantial permanent collection as well as serving
as a gallery for the display of temporary exhibitions. Important holdings include the Kress
Collection of 15th- and 16th-century Italian panel paintings; more than 5,000 examples of Pre-
Columbian to 20th-century American Indian art and artifacts; and a large collection of
American and European prints, drawings, and photographs, including works by Francisco de
Goya, José Clemente Orozco, and Rico Lebrun.



