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From gplus-Value to
Surplus-Enjoyment

This talk considers the ways in which Marx’s notion of “surplus-value” bears on Jacques Lacan’s
idea of a “surplus-enjoyment” which, rather than a simple stepping up of pleasure, designates an
additional pleasure obtained by its very deferral. These insights, it will be shown, bear crucially on

the relevance of Marx’s critique of political economy to our contemporary political moment.

Slovenian philosopher and cultural theorist Slavoj ZiZek is a senior researcher at the
Institute for Sociology and Philosophy at the University of Ljubljana, Global Distinguished Professor
of German at New York University and international director of the Birkbeck Institute for the Humanities
of the University of London. The cofounder of the Slovenian Liberal Democratic Party,
he is a prolific author, considered to be one of the leading public intellectuals of our time. Foreign Policy

named him one of the Top 100 Global Thinkers, calling him "a celebrity philosopher."”
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